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Abstract: 
Despite the fact that the regional integration among Arab 

countries is one of the vital and renewable issues, which has 
been a part of Arab history and culture, and evolved over its 
career on the level of economic thought and its practical 
applications, especially since the establishment of the League of 
Arab States in 1945. but that this had been a slow march and 
stumble in many cases, especially when compared to what has 
been accomplished and the stage that has been reached or 
compared to what has been achieved in other parts of the world. 
Regional integration between Arab countries was given a new 
stimulus, through  new overlapped  regional trade agreements 
(RTAs), with one another, on a bilateral or regional basis (the 
Pan Arab Free Trade Area (PAFTA), Agadir agreement, GCC, 
Euro-Med Agreements….). 

This paper focuses on analyzing the Regional trade 
agreements mentioned above, and trying to answer the following 
questions: is the intra- regional trade agreements necessary 
choice to motivate the stumbled regional integration among 
Arab countries ?, and which of those agreements is the best 
paths to achieve a successful regional integration among Arab 
countries. Taking into consideration the other commitments of 
Arab countries with other partner, especially advanced 
economies such European Union & USA? 
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 1998 
22.1- %  

5.7- % 2009 
 32- % 

19.6- %.  
)4 :(1997-2011  

    
  1997  1998 -2004  2005  2009  2011  

  15,22  20,39  48,28  77,14  95.3  
  12,88  18,92  44,07  72,45  92.4  

  14,05  19,65  46,17  74,80  93.9  
     

  1997  1998 -2002  2003 -
2005  

2009  2011  

  8,14  7,94  10,45  31,03  38.7  
  6,62  6,94  9,76  21,04  32.8  

  
7,38  7,44  10,10  26,03  35.7  

    

  1997  1998 -2004  2005 -
2006  

2009  2011  

  113.0  588.69  1,218.7  2,225  2,233  
  362.2  532.88  1,029.0  1,951  1,959  

  
237.6  560.78  1,123.9  2,088  2,096  

 :
:  

 Source: UNCTAD Handbook of Statistic .Available on:  
www.unctad.org/statistics/handbook.
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1998 - 2010. 
- UNCTAD Handbook of Statistic .Available on: 
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49.8  
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1992  1981 -1991  18.6  1992 -2002  22.6  

1994  1990 -1994  4.6  1995 -2005  5.6  

Source: UNCTAD Handbook of Statistic .Available on: 
www.unctad.org/statistics/handbook.
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  1997  1998 -2004  2005  2009  
   3.0  13.9  33.2  -19  

  6.9  13.6  37.1  -32  
  8.5  8.9  8.5  10.3  

2003  2005  2009  
  5.04  32.1  7.4  

  26.8  39.3  -33.6  
  4.9  5.0  6.0  

2005  2007  2009  
  13.1  25.8  61.6  

  17.0  18.9  -28.0  
  1.3  2.9  3.9  

Source: UNCTAD Handbook of Statistic .Available on: 
www.unctad.org/statistics/handbook.
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