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A Learner - centred Commun icative Approach t

a Literary Tex

on an excerpt from D .H . Lawrence
'

and Loyer

to th is I have pub l i shed an artic le en ti tled Teach ing Eng l ish

ii a an E. F. L Situation: A san iple Lesson for First Year Un iversity Student

enunc i ated a number of methodo logical princ iples and

recommendations the purpose of which was to prov ide gu ide l ines
,
if n

rationale , or a ph i losophy for the teaching of a l i terary tex t at

beg inners leve

present propos i tions are meant to be a fo l low up to tha

offering ,
through the study of a g iven tex t

,
an i llus tration ,

example ,
no t to say a model

,
of the sugges ted me thodolog

i s therefore sought here i s to offer

.teachersof l i terature guide f ines on how to use a l i terary text-

and on the other hand , to develop in the studen t greater awareness to a

ext
'

s
"

l i terariness
"

and sharnen his/ her overall l ineu istic an

reflections gathered here are based on the s tudy of an excerp

D . H Lawrence
'

s Sons and Loyers . Thi s methodo logy has been trie

sati sfac tori ly in c lass w i th th i s and o ther texts ; the on ly fac tor l ikel

to cause some di scomfort i s the time al lotted to the di fféren

Needless to say that shou ld thi s occur
,
the teacher i s invi te

modu late the ac tiv i ties and/ or the time
"

framework
"

proposed here , an

one more sui tab le to hi s or her own c lass
'

s rhythm and need

i s a learner - centred ,
commun icative approach . The teacher

'

here is essentia l ly to propose and guide the students into graded an

ac tivi ties s truc tured w i thin two major stages which ar

Comprehens ion

.B-S tyl i s tic analys is and in terpretatio

point through these two stages is to move from a mer

of the tex t to an apprec iation of i t as an art form involvin

and techn iques demanding from the author craftsmansh ip in th

of hi s materi al , and the s tuden t i s cal led upon to perceive an

th i s arti stry

.Thi s tex t study may be divided into two sess ions of 90 minutes eac

91-1990c . f . Annales de l
'
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.FIRSTSESSION : 90 MINUTE

For thi s fi rst session studen ts are expected to have alreadv read th

at home and attempted some prel im inary succinct , and nreferab

research , invo lving background or peripheral information (on th

s life and background and the c ircumstances surrounding the writin

this work) meant to inform the ir study of the passage and subsequentl

their understanding and the ir aesthetic appreciation of i

:Thetext
'

s COMPREHENSION stage is divided into three phase

A warming up activi t

Comprehension

.3-Ac tivi ties inc luding oral and wri tten tasks and exercise

WARMING UP OR
"

BRAIN STORMING
"

ACTIVITY : 10 MINUTE

pre l iminary activi ty i s meant to pave the way for the student

the ir text ; i ts general idea or theme and the general features of its styl

descriptiveس@...) ,
narrative

,
lyrical , e

regard to this particular excerpt from Lawrence
'

s Sons an

such ques tions or comments cou ld be considered for th

up ac tivi ty@له*ف

Ask students to comment on such phrases and expressions as
-

......attractionof oppos i tes
'

, etc
'

,

ا

:Theteacher wou ld he lp students answer the fo l lowing questions
-

,Whyare people attracted to one another? (out of friendship? ,
lov

other?) Provide examp les and/or i l lustrations

:Studentscan also be guided into describing or characterizing
-

.a physical attractio

moral or inte l lectual attractio

comments w i l l provide students w i th reflections , and

fund to be used in the ir subsequent s tudy of the text . Thi

up
"

activ i ty i s but a stepping board into the nex t , perhap

sustained , activi ty of the sess io



2 - COMPREHENSION 40 MINUTE

i t is assumed that a Silent Reading of the passage has bee

at home
,
i . e . prior to com ing to c lass

,
the teacher could begi

a Reading Aloud exercise performed by the teacher and by a fe

in alternating turns
,
t ime permi tting

:Theimmediate and evident purpose of th is exerc ise is to he lp student

correc t their pronunciatio

it also encourages good
"

chunking
"

of the text and by the same

token offers the teacher a good opportun i ty to check the student

speed , pi tch and motion wh ich convey the reader
'

of the text

,3-i t involves everyone in the story

.4-it helps capture the atmosphere and poss ibly the tone of the passag

essential ob jec tives of the
"

COMPREHENSION
"

part is t

the studen ts
'

atten tion on the content of the passage through i t

ideas . The teacher may ask general questions about the tw

main protagonists of the story ,
Wal ter More l and Gertrude Coppar

Ques tions abou

s and Gertrude
'

s physical and moral trait

contrast between h is
"

phys ical i ty
"

,
his

"

instinct
"

; and he

her
"

rational i ty
"

. S tudents cou ld pinpoint in the tex

words and phrases which convey this oppos ition between th

protagonist

the other hand
,
the teacher can get the students to note

,
by-

.referenceto spec ific passages from the text
,
their mutual attractio

teacher can also sens itize students to the verbal exchange

Walter and Gertrude ; their first verbal contact : his broa

accent , and her much more refined speec

teacher may also get the students to answer some such genera

as

(a؟Why؟ Do you like thi s story
-

(bح؟3 What type of portrait is drawn ofWal l-

(c؟ What is striking about him-

(dللاا4ح؟ What type of portrait is drawn of Gert-

(e؟ What is remarkable about her-

1



(f؟ Are they attrac ted to each other-

(g+؟ow؟ Do they complement each other-

In؟ what way-؟

:Then ther main objec tives of COMPREHENSION ar

To number and iden ti fy the princ ipal parts of the text
,
and focu

students
'

attention on the formai struc ture of the passage . Suc

questions may be answere

)4؟ How many parts can be di stinguished in thi s passag

Indicate them c learly ,
exp lain your reasons for structuring the-

.textthe way you have

c؟ )Are there other ways of struc turing the text-

The teacher can for instance ge t the students to observe the

juxtapos i tion of the
"

portrai ts
"

or
"

c lose ups
"

of Wal ter and Gertrud

eventual ly their coming together through a dialogu

may also be encouraged to suggest other poss ibl

of the text
,
and note for ins tance the alternative use o

and description ,
or e lse observe the presentation of the tw

through narrative and descriptive passages and the i

together ,
the ir mee ting through a d ialogu

To sense the atmosphere of the passage : students may be made t

i ts warmth and its gaiety ; such questions may be asked fo

this purpos

particular words and phrases does the wri ter use to convey th i

atmosphereلا of happ iness and jovial i

- ACTIVITIES : Ora l and Written Exercises 40 MINUTE

The follow ing are propose

Vocabu lary ex tens ion exerc i se (for skimm ing purposes) . S tuden ts ma

required to draw a chart emphas izing the physical and moral portrai t

Wal ter and Gertrude us ing adjec tives and phrases ,
synonyms an



For examp le : Wal ter may be sai d to be tal l and wel l buil t
, smar

fu l l of co lours ; and also , humourous , extrovert , non in tellec tua

. . .

,
whi le Gertrude is frai l and smal l

,
delicate and subdued , bu

.sharp and inqu isi tive etc

may be asked to draw a s imi lar chart ( for scann in

using words ,
derived from the text , to describe Wal te

Gertrude . and leading to a styli s tic analysi s of the ir us

Predic tion exerc ise . Having observed the attraction and the oppos i tio

the couple ,
what i s going to happen next ? (Give a fol low up t

Yes / no

Draw conclusions

.d)Wri te a short summary of the passage

.e) Imagine at this stage an ending to the stor

the two sessions students may be invite

do some pair or group work such a

briefly the characters of Walter an

Gertrude in relation to the ir social backgrou

toعنمعءلم their class and outlook on l

SECOND SESSION : 90 MINUTE

sess ion also compri ses three phase

up ac tivi ty،@-@ا@ث

.2-S tyl istic analysis and interpretatio

Activities (productive task

1 -WARMING UP : 10 MINUTE

be made to bear on the question of individua l charac te

social class which students have worked on as a group o

individual l

1 Q



2 - STYLISTIC ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION : 40 INUTE

Th is important part of the session is crucial in thi

methodo logy and has to be conducted careful ly with student

so licited and given free way to speak . It is meant to elicit fro

govern the text . he4؟

chosen should essentially emphasi s

The passage from language usage to language use
,
from text t

the functional to the aesthetic aspect of language

Dwell s more on the connotative dimens ion of the words used
, fo

"

ruddy
"

,

"

gambol l ing
"

,

"

honest
"

,

"

searching
"

eyes , etc

(e.read between the lins.

To draw conclusions

,e)To sense or recogn ize the wri ter
'

s purpose and attitude . Get the student

.toobserve that Walter and Gertrude are différent , radically opposed

4)،اا
and how neverthe less ,

they are made by Lawrence to exert a pow

on each other

the text
'

s.

appreciate the ir use and purpose(
ا.

ent on the
"

mechanics
"

of the text . Why is the text

the way i t i s ? How and why does Lawrence manage as a

to arouse from the outset interest for the two characters b

them and at the same time show ing their mutualا

attraction . Show the dialectical balance between the two , fo

:
"

she thought him rather wonderful
"

Vs
"

she was to th
"

miner that thing of mystery

ا

presentation of Walter and Gertrude in successive
"

vignette

remarkably comparable to the cinematic techn ique where we ar

a juxtapos ition of
"

close ups
"

meant to focus on character , t

the emotions of each
،

;Notedown briefly the characteri stics of Wal ter
'

s and Gertrude
'

s speech
-

(...His:(broad ,
co l loquial) hers : (sustained ,

refined
,
correct et

n



.Givesome i l lustrations from the tex t-

Launch studen ts into a di scuss ion about charac ter and class , c lass
-

and language . Selec t information
,
i f any ,

from the text to sustai

the argumen

ACTIVITIES : ( productive tasks) 40 MINUTE

The fol lowing are suggested

.Givea ti tle (or a différent ti tie) to this passage
-

Using al l G lues contained in the text( rhetorical , techn ical an

stylistic ) wri te a continuation of the dialogue between the coup l

the passage from a différent po int of view
-

a) from Wa lter
'

s point of view

,b)b) from Gertrude
'

s point of vie

should he lp studen ts recognize and diagnose Lawrence
'

s purpos

poss ibly his attitud

on the nature and type of analogies ,
metaphors and s imiles5*لأ+

ed and what effec t(s) they are mean t to produce . For examp le :
"

hi

the flower of his body
"

,

"

golden softness
" "

she was to th

miner that thing of mystery

.Creativewri ting session: Rewri te the passage or sign ifican t parts of i t
-

Us ing al l G lues (use of paral le l s tructures ,
use of contrants for

nstance) draw the students
'

attention to the adjectival nature of th

text

.Notethe repeti tive pat tern in which adjec tives and images occur
-

.Note at last the cumu lative effec t of this repe ti tive pattern-

Get students to make comments , wi th i l lus trations from text
,
on-

Lawrence
'

s sty le : i ts general features , i ts s imp l ic i ty ,
i ts direc tness

,
i t

previous material ask students to write a short essay on-

.Lawrence's ski l l as an artis

2



As we can see , the overal l des ign of this approach and guide

is hopefu l ly to make students see by themse lves that a literary

text i s always a
"

fabrication
"

of its author
, or preferably ,

a
"

construc tio

the s tuden ts
'

objec tive ,
i s prec i sely to

"

deconstruct
"

i t . The po int here i

inake the students see the text as having an
"

architecture
"

,
so Io spea

materials of i ts own
,
spec ific ,

funct ional , purposeful . In the end i t

should be c lear in the eyes of the s tudents that thi s
,
or any other l i terary tex

involving narrative s trategies and techniques , astute

se lec tion and a careful organ ization wh ich should al l be recognize

apprec iated by the studen

2



Extract from Sons and Loyer

When she was twenty three years o ld
,

she met at a Chri s tma

young man from the Erewash Val ley . More l was then twenty،لا،@لة"

even years o ld . He was we l l set - up , erec t , and very smart . He had wav

hair that shone again ,
and a v i gorous b lack beard that had never bee

His cheeks were ruddy ,
and hi s red

,
mo i st mouth wa

because he laughed so often and so hearti ly . He had that

rare thing ,
a rich ,

ring ing laugh . Gertrude Coppard had watched h i

He was so fu l l of co lour and an imat ion . hi s voice ran s

into com ic grotesque ,
he was so ready and so p leasan t w i t

Her own father had a rich fund of humour
,
but i t wa

Thi s man
'

s was différent : soft , non - inte l lec tua l , warm , a kin

gambo l l in

herself was oppos i te . She had a curious
,
receptive mind

which found much pleasure and amusemen t in l i stening to other fol

was c lever in leading folk on to talk . She loved ideas and wa

very inte l lectual . What she liked most of a l l was a

on re ligion or phi losophy or po l i tics w i th some educate

This she did not often enjoy . So she always had peop le te l l he

aboutظ themselves , finding her p leasu

her person she was rather sma l l and de l icate
,
w i th a larg

,
and dropp ing bunches of brown s i lk curl s . Her Blue eyes wer

straigh t , honest , and searching . She had the beautifu l hands of th

a

s i lver chain of s i lver scal lops . Th is
,

and a heavy brooch of

twisted go ld ,
was her on ly marnen t . She was sti l l perfec tly intac

rel ig ious ,
and ful l of beau tiful candou

Morel seemed me l ted away before her . She was to th

tha t thing of mystery and fasc ination ,
a lady . When she spok

him
,
i t was w i th a southern pronunc iation and puri ty of Eng l i s

i f i t

natural and joyou . , n h im to dance . Hi s grandfather was a Frenc

if i t had been a@أ+

Gertrude Coppard watched the young miner as he danced
,

subtle exul tation l ike g lamour in hi s movemen t , and h i s fac

flower of his body ,
ruddy ,

wi th tumbled b lack hair
,
and laughin



al ike whatever partner he bowed above . She thought him rathe

,
never having met anyone like him . Her father was to her the

proud in h is bearing ,
handsome

rather bi tter ; who preferred theology in reading ,
and who dre

in sympathy only to one man
,
the Apostle Paul ; who was hars

government ,
and in fami l iari ty ironic ; who ignored all sensuou

- he was very différent from the miner . Gertrude herself wa

contemptuous of danc ing ; she had not the slightest inclinatio

that accompl i shment , and had never learned even a Roger de

Coverley . She was puri tan ,
l ike her father ,

high
- minded

,
and really ste

the dusky , gol den softness of this man
'

s sensuous flame o

that flowed of hi s flesh like the flame from a candie
,
not baffled

and gripped into incandescence by thought and spiri t as her l ife wa

her

came and bowed above her . A warmth radiated through he

i f she had drunk w ine

3
"

Now do corne and have this one wi
'

me
"

,
he said caressively .

"

I

.easy,you know . I
'

m pin ing to see you danc

had to ld him before she cou ld not dance . She glanced at hi

and smi led . Her smi le was very beautifu l . It moved the man so tha

forgot everyth in

(1.D.H . Lawrence
,
Sons and Lovers ( 19 1 3 ) . (C

2
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